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April 21, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

As you already know, yesterday the jury reached a verdict in the trial of Derek Chauvin, the former

police officer charged with murder and manslaughter in the death of George Floyd. Due to the

magnitude of this event, it will inevitably dominate media reports in the coming days, weeks and

months.

This is a landmark case in the history of our country and your children might have questions both at

school and at home. If so, I want to share with you what our approach at school will be regarding this

issue. In school, this will not be about debate, taking positions or encouraging one perspective over

another. Our faculty and staff will provide a safe space for listening. If necessary, teachers will allow

students to simply share in a discussion at their developmental level and this will look different in every

class and at every level.

As educators, our role is to support and keep our students, staff and faculty safe. Please know we will

continue to maintain a school culture of acceptance and respect that enables all students to attend a

safe and educationally stimulating environment. We will continue to have empathy for the experiences

of others, no matter how different they may be from our own experiences. We will continue to treat

one another with respect, compassion and understanding.

We believe the rich and vibrant diversity of our school district is one of our greatest strengths. But

being a diverse community is more than just demographic data. It’s the people and the important work

of building relationships, forming bonds and truly getting to know one another. We will continue doing

everything we can to celebrate the diversity within our schools and school community.

I have confidence in our faculty and staff and their ability to provide a safe and nurturing environment

for all of our students. News like this can be overwhelming to hear and process, so please do not

hesitate to reach out to our ACSD Counseling Staff if you or your child are in need of assistance.

Sincerely,

Anthony Panella, Superintendent
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